


We love people. And technology.
We enjoy technology. We want to understand, follow and 
shape technology. But technology is not an end in itself. 
Its adoption and use must be in line with our goals and 
values.

Our work has a cultural and artistic background. Our 
founding members Rena Tangens and padeluun have 
been involved in network-building since the 1980s. They 
realised that art can create an atmosphere that induces 
people to actively engage in shaping their environment.

What we do:
 ► practical support in political networking

 ► interventions and campaigns

 ► participation in congresses and party conventions

 ► newsletters, blogs, public relations

 ► education

 ► advocacy

 ► legal action in the public interest

Our methods and approaches are manifold and creati-
ve. Digitalcourage is a registered non-profit association 
financed by membership contributions and private do-
nations. Much of our work is done by volunteers across 
Germany.

We believe that political activism can be fun and rewar-
ding, which is why our interventions tend to be playful 
despite the gravity of our concerns.

digitalcourage.de/was-wir-tun

Our core topics:
 ► EU legislation on data protection

 ► RFID spy chips

 ► Google, Facebook & Co. – impact assessment of 
private data collection

 ► data retention

 ► governmental surveillance and intelligence agen-
cies

 ► e-health and the electronic health card

 ► trade agreements such as TTIP, CETA and TiSA

 ► (net) feminism

Big Brother Awards
Surveillance of staff by Lidl, the threats of RFID in su-
permarkets, “smart metering”, likening Facebook to a 
gated community, critique of “the cloud”, or our de-
mand that Google must be broken up – public recogni-
tion of these issues grew out of the German Big Brother 
Awards. Each year since 2000, we present these “Aca-
demy Awards for Surveillance” (to quote Le Monde) to 
companies, administrations and politicians who disre-
gard data protection and fundamental rights.

bigbrotherawards.de

Digital Self-Defence
Many people feel disgusted if their home is burgled. 
And rightly so. But an intrusion into our privacy and our 
most intimate thoughts will not be felt immediately, and 
many people are not very conscious of this threat so 
far. And then there is the feeling of helplessness in the 
face of the complexity and apparent inevitability of di-
gital surveillance. We cannot allow this to lead to resig-
nation. That is why we collect and publish lots of helpful 
advice on how to use computers and smartphones, as 
a contribution to your self-empowerment and digital 
sovereignty.

digitalcourage.de/selbstverteidigung

We monitor the consequences of technological develop-
ments and intervene where core values of freedom or 
democracy are challenged. In this spirit we promote a 
stronger sense of responsibility for the community – and 
also in the digital domain. We create awareness and get 
involved in political processes. Civil courage thus turns 
into ►Digitalcourage.

In 2008, we were awarded the Theodor Heuss medal, 
which honours civil initiative and the courage to stand 
up for one‘s convictions, and in 2014, the liberal daily 
newspaper taz gave us the Panther award for “Heroes of 
Everyday Life”. In 2015, Rena Tangens, one of the foun-
ding members of Digitalcourage, was honoured with the 
German award for consumer protection.

We get involved in political debates and discussions. 
Digitalcourage speakers are heard as expert witnesses 
by governments, federations, companies, the media and 
the EU commission.

An example for successful
campaigning ...
RFID (“radio-frequency identification”) uses tiny, 
flat silicon chips with a unique ID that can be read 
out wirelessly. If such a chip is, say, sewed into 
your jacket, then using this ID you can be identified 
easily.

During a street performance in 2013, we showed 
baffled customers of Gerry Weber that we could 
read out items in their shopping bags using an 
RFID reader. They did not like it.

We proved that resistance to surveillance can suc-
ceed back in 2004 when we forced retail giant Me-
tro to withdraw Payback loyalty cards bugged with 
RFID chips.

“Otto”, our data kraken (German wording for data leech) at the “Freedom not Fear” demonst-
ration in 2009. (Photo: Matthias Hornung, CC BY 3.0)

(Photo: Fabian Kurz, CC BY-SA

We organise the annual BigBrotherAwards ceremony in Bielefeld, Germany.
(Photo: Matthias Hornung, CC BY 3.0)

“Your clothes send signals” – street performance in front of a Gerry Weber shop
(Photo: Martin Brockhoff, CC BY 3.0)
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“Above the tenacity of its members, Digi-
talcourage exhibits foresight that will prove 
to play a key role in global freedom and 
human rights issues both today and in the 
future.”

Selmin Çalışkan, amnesty international


